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Settlement geography of African refugee communities in Southeast Queensland: An analysis of 
residential distribution and secondary migration 
This research examined the distribution and secondary migration patterns of eight African refugee 
communities in Southeast Queensland. It found large discrepancies between official data sources and 
the community members’ knowledge of population size and distribution, and a tension between the 
forces of concentration and dispersion driving secondary migration in the communities. Residential 
concentration was the preferred settlement type in all of the communities. Access to social and ethnic 
networks was the most important factor drawing communities together. Housing and economic 
exigencies, however, were resulting in residential dispersion, with some households moving to suburbs 
away from their important networks of support and assistance. The research proposed a community-
based model to gather important demographic data from refugee communities and made 
recommendations to improve refugees’ access to housing in Southeast Queensland.  
 
